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LIQUOR LAWS — SMALL BAR REFORMS 

20. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Premier; Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 

I refer to the unprecedented revitalisation of Perth, sparked by the significant small bar reforms of the previous 
Labor government and today’s announcement that after eight and a half years of inaction, perhaps from a cabinet 
that lacked horsepower, the McGowan — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member, start again. 

Mr S.A. MILLMAN: With pleasure, Mr Speaker. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: We will be here all day! 

Mr S.A. MILLMAN: I refer to the unprecedented revitalisation of Perth sparked by the significant small bar 
reforms of the previous Labor government and today’s announcement that after eight and a half years of inaction, 
the McGowan Labor government will undertake further changes to liquor laws with modern, commonsense 
reforms. 

The SPEAKER: Premier. 

Mr S.A. MILLMAN: I ask — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: It is only one question, is it not! 

Mr S.A. MILLMAN: In anticipation of the Premier’s enthusiasm for this question, I ask — 

(1) How will these changes make it easier for small bars across Western Australia to operate? 

(2) How will these changes support jobs in the hospitality industry? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Mount Lawley very much and appreciate that he is a strong supporter of small businesses 
in his community. 

(1)–(2) It is without question that the small bar reforms introduced by the Carpenter Labor government in 2006 
changed the face of not just Perth, but also many regional communities across the state. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Those laws have ensured that across Western Australia, in not just Perth city, but also outer 
suburban areas including my electorate of Rockingham and a range of regional communities from Bunbury to the 
north of the state, there are a range of small bars up and running. Across Western Australia, 118 small bars are 
now up and running. Prior to this reform, there were none. It was a worthwhile reform to the state’s hospitality 
and tourism environment and it did not cost the taxpayers of Western Australia a single cent. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Back then we succeeded in encouraging and enlivening the business community of 
Western Australia to engage in hospitality and create a better tourism environment. Now we have areas such as 
Wolf Lane, Brookfield Place, King Street and small bars throughout Northbridge. Tourism websites write about 
how we are no longer referred to as Dullsville post the reforms. Of course, it was vehemently resisted by the 
National Party—one of them is still here—and it was opposed by the Liberal Party at the time. There was a flippant 
position, as I recall—I am looking over there at “Raging Bull” McGrath—and he was originally opposed but then 
he moved to support the reform. They were important reforms of more than just the small bars. Today, we have 
announced further reforms to further support the hospitality and tourism industry to make sure that under the relevant 
legislation, tourism is elevated as one of the most important considerations, amongst cultural and social pursuits. 
Jobs are one of the considerations of the Liquor Commission and the Director of Liquor Licensing. The CEO of 
Tourism Western Australia will have the opportunity to put in a submission, as can the Commissioner of Police and 
the health authorities. There also will be some further simple reforms to cut red tape. For instance, restaurateurs who 
are licensed for under 120 patrons will now be able to serve liquor without a meal without needing to apply for 
another permit. It is a significant removal of red tape for restaurants across Western Australia. Those three reforms 
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align. They will boost tourism and employment, and enliven entrepreneurs and small business in Western Australia. 
They are a worthy successor to the reforms put in place by the Carpenter government in 2006. 
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